
Week 22 - These Works & Greater 
John 14:1-31 

Introduction 
We are entering into what is referred to as “The Farewell Discourse”.  Jesus is delivering His final words before 
He goes to the cross. 
 
READ John 13:31-35 
 
Jesus has said this before to the Jewish crowds, accompanied with a rebuke and warning that they would die 
in their sin because they refused to receive Him as LORD. 
 
But now when Jesus says it to only his disciples, there is a different tone.  They are troubled and need 
further explanation and comfort. 
 

Comfort & Joy in His Return 
READ John 14:1-4 
 
The disciples are certainly shocked and troubled by Jesus’ announcement that He is going to die, and they 
can’t come.  At least not right now. 
 
Jesus tells them why:  I’m going to prepare a place for you. 
 
In the Greek construction of this text it’s clear that the place is already prepared when Jesus arrives 
there.  The place is prepared in the going.  In other words, it is Jesus death and resurrection that 
prepares the place. 
 
Jesus is not NOW working with a construction crew on your room in His house in heaven.  Your place is 
secured in His death and resurrection.  He is now waiting as we gather His family together, as His Bride is 
being prepared. 
 
The word “place” is a room in one big house.  House could also mean temple.  But the picture is not of all 
of us living in our own mansions separate from each other.  The picture is of all of us living together in the 
Father’s house with Jesus. 
 

Heartbreaking Blindness 
 
READ John 14:5-11 
 
There is no doubt that there is heartbroken frustration in Jesus’ tone here.  This is not impatience.  These guys 
should understand more by now. 
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VERSE 8 (Philip doing his best Peter impression…) is what is really frustrating to Jesus.  It can be understood 
that they would not understand the meaning of Jesus’ coming death.  But Philip not understanding that if he 
has seen Jesus, he has seen the Father is troubling.  This has been Jesus’ mantra for His entire ministry with 
them! 
 
That being true, we also need to remember that we are no different.  We don’t believe the Holy Spirit 
any more than they believed Jesus. 

Continuing What Jesus Started 
 
READ John 14:12a 
 
“Whoever believes in me” - this qualifies what He is about to say. 
 
He is speaking to those that “belong to Him” - His disciples.  Think about who that includes - YOU. 
 
What will you do?  The works that Jesus was doing.  You and I are to continue doing the same ministry that 
Jesus was doing. 
 

Stop and consider for a minute what that entails. 
● More than likely, your mind immediately went to miracles but think deeper than that. 
● Jesus did the works that the Father planned for Him to do 
● He served His disciples 
● He told people about the Father 
● He laid His life down so that they could be right with the Father 
● He did miracles as a sign that the Kingdom was here, and the way was open to the Father 

 

Greater Works 
 
READ John 14:12b-14 
 
In the second part of this statement, Jesus raises the bar.  He says perhaps the most extreme thing He 
had ever said! 
 
He told the disciples (and us) that they would do GREATER things than He had done.  Greater than turning 
water into wine, greater than feeding thousands of people with just a few loaves, greater than raising the dead. 
 

HOW CAN THIS BE? 
 
It can’t mean more spectacular things than Jesus.  Is there anything you or I can do that is more 
spectacular than raising the dead, healing the blind, or any other thing that Jesus did?  Can any of us 
teach with more clarity or anointing?  Does anyone have more faith than Jesus?  More wisdom? 
 
Certainly not! 
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There are two clues we need to look at: 
 

1. The final clause in verse 12 “because I am going to the Father.” and 
2. The parallel in John 5:20: “For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.  Yes, to your 

amazement he will show him even greater things than these.”  (the same exact phrases) 
 
Jesus says that you will do greater things, not because YOU are greater but because He is going to the Father. 
 
Jesus going to the Father (his death, resurrection, and ascension) will do something that will cause 
them and us to do what Jesus was doing, but to some greater extent. 
 

Greater in 2 ways:  
 

1- A GREATER MIRACLE - what changed when Jesus went to the Father?  Jesus was no longer just talking 
about what was coming.  He was no longer performing signs pointing to a coming reality.  He was no longer 
promising to make a way to the Father. 
 
The way had been made. 
 
So when we preach the gospel, and sinners believe, we are doing the greater work.  In a post-resurrection 
world we get to participate not only in the signs, but in what the signs point to.  We get to live in what Jesus 
paid for at the cross and delivered in his resurrection. 
 
2- GREATER REACH - On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit (who Paul calls “The Spirit of Christ) comes and 
mobilizes all believers as carriers of the presence of Christ to the world.  Jesus had to leave in order for this to 
occur. 
 
No longer was the good news to come through one man, gathering crowds (and then scattering 
them…).  The work of Jesus was now multiplied in the hearts and lives of all believers.  It is precisely 
this distribution of the power and authority of Jesus, the “name of Jesus” that enabled the gospel to 
spread so quickly around the world. 
 
There is no denying that the reach of the work of Jesus was greater after he left than before. 
 

Sarcasm Alert: 
And never again would we put a man on a platform, exalt him as the anointed one, and call the crowds to 
gather around him while he declared himself the only one qualified to dispense the gospel correctly, and 
perform all the “greater works” himself because that’s for the professionals. 
 
Of course we all know that we love to put one gifted hero on the stage and then pack the stadium.  But 
this was never Jesus’ vision.  Jesus envisioned the “greatness” of the church would be that every 
believer would be filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth, 
and to do it with power. 
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The Coming Holy Spirit 
 
READ John 14:15-24 
 
The only way to avoid doing these greater things is to not obey Jesus (via the Holy Spirit). 
 
READ John 14:25-31 
 
The good news is that the Holy Spirit will come and unify us with Jesus.  We will be in him, he will be in us. 
And the HS will “teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that [Jesus] said to you.”  (VERSE 26) 
 
Meaning, the Holy Spirit will help us obey Jesus.  He will not only empower us to do the works of 
Jesus, but He will actually help us to obey what Jesus taught. 
 

Conclusion 
So consider all that you have seen Jesus do in the gospel of John over the last 22 weeks. The gathering 
of disciples, the miracles, the confrontations with the Pharisees, the frustrating of the false converts, the 
teaching of the disciples, raising his friend Lazarus from the dead.  And what he is about to do in going to the 
cross.  
 
This is your calling. This is why God didn’t just take you home the moment you gave your heart to 
Jesus. And Jesus says, NOT “you should do these things” but “you shall do these things”.  He secures it by 
the sending of the HS. 
 
Prayer for fresh filling of the HS so that we can do all the works of Christ, continuing his ministry until he 
returns. 

4 


